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Press release 

Mongolian Art takes Europe 

International art exhibition NordArt hosts Mongolian pavilion with 
34 contemporary Mongolian artists 
6 June – 4 October 2015, Büdelsdorf, Germany 

As the biggest exhibition of Mongolian contemporary art in Europe yet 34 
Mongolian artists will exhibit their work at the international art exhibition NordArt 
from 6 June until 4 October 2015. The large-scale art show offers a spacious 
unique location – an historic industrial site in the North of Germany for its annual 
presentation of 250 international artists. Mongolia is this year’s country of focus 
hosting an individual pavilion.  

„Modern Transformations – New Identities“– the exhibition’s title was chosen 
deliberately by curators Bodibaatar Jigjidsuren and Oyuntuya Oyunjargal. They 
allude to both, individual artist’s approaches as well as to the overall developments 
in Mongolia’s art scene induced by the dramatic political changes in the late 1980’s 
and early 1990’s. As the whole society had to redesign its approach to political and 
cultural identity, artists took up – and still do - this challenge in their work. The 
current exhibition reflects the experiments that merge or juxtapose identity notions 
of Mongolia’s grand historic legacy, traditional believes, socialist ideology and the 
ambivalent promise of a free and democratic society. 

NordArt’s Mongolian Pavilion displays more than 100 artworks from 34 mostly 
young contemporary artists, yet selected established artist from the preceding 
generations as well. The creative means to produce narratives of their past, 
present and future are multifold, including paintings, graphic artworks, sculptures 
and installations as well as photographs and videos. 

„We are very proud to present the most comprehensive exhibition of Mongolian art 
in Europe to date. Mongolia made us curious, it represents those nations whose 
voices can only be heard in the large global concert if very closely listened to, yet 
whose art has very much to say. NordArt, as a major international forum for cultural 
education and exchange, and seeks to promote mutual understanding through the 
language of art. We hope to have set a firm basis for future cooperation“ comments 
Wolfgang Gramm, founding chief curator of the international art event on the choice 
of Mongolian as this year’s country focus. Oyuntuya Oyunjargal, culture manager 
and the pavilion’s curator adds “It is important for us to portray Mongolian art and 
culture extensively and professionally in Europe. With our participation at NordArt 
we hope to grant a strong impulse to contemporary Mongolian art. Moreover, the 
Mongolian artists will attend NordArt’s opening and thus have the amazing 
opportunity to exchange ideas and share experiences with their international 
colleagues and curators.” Co-curator, art historian Bodibaatar Jigjidsuren describes 
the concept of the Mongolian pavilion: “We aim to show the historical 
modernization process of Mongolian visual art: Its intriguing exploration of genuine 
identity through diverse artistic and aesthetic approaches such as animist rock art, 
Mongolian Buddhist iconography, Mongol zurag, socialist realism, abstraction and 
others.” 
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Mongolian culture in Europe 

Presenting this impressive array of artworks is embedded in a variety of activities profoundly 
introducing Mongolian history, life and culture to an international audience. Besides NordArt’s country 
focus, this includes, among others, the International Tourism Fair ITB 2015 in Berlin, Germany as well 
as Mongolia’s debut at the Venice Biennale in Italy 2015.  

“Culture and art always serve as a proof of existence for any nation. They constitute national pride with 
an enormous value to its people. Although we might differ in our cultures, all human being live under 
the same blue sky. This belief fosters our commitment to showcase Mongolia to the world in order to 
encourage exchange and relationships on an international level” says Minister of Education, Culture 
and Science of Mongolia Gantumur Luvsannyam, patron of NordArt’s Mongolian pavilion, voicing 
governmental support that also comes from Bolor Tsolmon, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Mongolia to Germany, he emphasizes: “Germany, the land of poets and thinkers is 
an important and long-standing partner for us, not only in economic or political terms, but also in 
cultural matters. Our collaboration with the Kunstwerk Carlshütte at NordArt 2015 marks the first step, 
albeit a large one, in our future cooperation and we will work closely together in the coming years to 
further support the development of Mongolian contemporary art.”  

Mrs. Kh.Mandakhtsetseg, Director of the Department Public Diplomacy and Communication, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia adds: “We appreciate being the country of focus at this year’s NordArt 
International Art Exhibition very much. It is not only essential to promote Mongolia abroad but at the 
same time an indication that Mongolian Art is already acknowledged in the international art scene.” 

“The NordArt opens its doors in 2015 for the 17th time, this year with a particular emphasis on 
Mongolia, a country on the move. We welcome the country‘s impetus to present itself pointedly at the 
NordArt along with the 250 artists from different cultural backgrounds and we are delighted that it is the 
Mongolian Ambassador to Germany, who in 2015 opens the exhibition on 6 June.“ stresses Hans-
Julius Ahlmann, host at Kunstwerk Carlshütte and shareholder of the ACO Group. 

A comprehensive and exciting program of curatorial talks, panel discussions, performances and an 
education program, in Büdelsdorf, Berlin and Hamburg accompany the Mongolian Pavilion at NordArt.  

About Kunstwerk Carlshütte and NordArt 

The Kunstwerk Carlshütte is a non-profit cultural initiative of the internationally active ACO Group and 
the towns of Büdelsdorf and Rendsburg. Centrepiece is the NordArt, taking place annually in the 
summer months since 1999, with about 250 selected artists from all over the world. It is one of the 
largest exhibitions of contemporary art in Europe, performing against the backdrop of the towering 
aisles of the historic iron foundry with its 22,000 square metres, and the 80,000-square-metre 
sculpture park. Since 2011, the Orchestra Academy of the Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival found a 
home at the Kunstwerk Carlshütte – in the ACO Thormann Hall, which has been specially converted 
into a rehearsal and concert space and can accommodate 1,200 listeners. 

Artists featured in the Mongolian pavilion: AMARSAIKHAN Namsraijav, BAATARZORIG Batjargal, BADRAL 
Bold, BATKHOLBOO Dugarsuren, BATZORIG Chimeddorj, BATZORIG Dugarsuren, BAYARMAGNAI Avirmed, 
BOLD Dolgorjav, BOLDBAATAR Sandag, BULGANTUYA Dechindorj, DAGVADORJ Sereeter, DORJDEREM 
Davaa, DORJJIGJID Sanjaadorj, ENKHZAYA Erdenebileg, GANBOLD Lamjav, GAN-ERDENE Tsend, 
GANKHUYAG Lkhamsuren, GANTULGA Jargalnasan, GERELKHUU Ganbold, JAAKHANKHUU Grisha, 
LKHAGVADORJ Enkhbat, NAMUUN Batmunkh, NARBAYASGALAN Ulambayar, OCHIRBOLD Ayurzana, 
ORKHONTUUL Banzragch, OTGONBAYAR Ershuu (OTGO), OYUNCHIMEG Yadamsuren, PUREV Dolgorjav, 
SAMANDBADRAA Purev (TAMIR), TSOGTSAIKHAN Mijid, TUGULDUR Yondonjamts, URANBERKH 
Magsarmaa, UUGANBAYAR Kherlen, UYANGA Zorigt 


